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The Department of Education has informed 

us that both schools are in good fiscal stand-
ing and that a statutory fix by Congress is 
necessary to ensure that the students at these 
two nursing schools can receive federal stu-
dent aid again. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
OSBORNE). 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for yielding. I will be 
brief. 

I realize that this is simply an exten-
sion of the Second Higher Education 
Act, but I would like to make a couple 
of points here. This act authorizes Pell 
grants and student loan programs, 
which are so important to so many stu-
dents to continue their education. As 
part of the reauthorization package 
that moved through the Education and 
Workforce Committee this year, I was 
pleased to offer an amendment that 
would allow the Secretary of Education 
to award Pell grants on a year-round 
basis. 

We think this is very important be-
cause this would allow students to be 
eligible for Pell grants during summer 
enrollment. The reason this is impor-
tant is that we are going to see a rath-
er dramatic increase in college enroll-
ment in coming years. 

In over 36 years on the college cam-
pus, I saw some rather significant 
changes in the time that it took for 
people to graduate from college. When 
I started on the college campus in the 
1960s, most people graduated in 4 years, 
41⁄2 years; and now a 51⁄2- to 6-year grad-
uation timetable is very, very common. 
As a result, with increasing enrollment 
and also this extended time period, we 
are putting greater and greater stress 
on the facilities in colleges and univer-
sities. 

Therefore, we feel that allowing stu-
dents Pell grants during the summer 
which will allow them to go to school 
year-round and maybe approximate a 4- 
year to 41⁄2-year graduation time would 
be very important. I look forward to 
seeing a reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act signed into law in 2006. 
However, for now we must extend the 
existing authorization, and therefore I 
support H.R. 4525. 

I thank Chairman BOEHNER for bring-
ing this legislation forward. I urge my 
colleagues to support passage of H.R. 
4525 today. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, while I support this 
temporary extension of the Higher Education 
Act, I am very disappointed that we have not 
passed the full Higher Education Act reauthor-
ization and once again we are passing an ex-
tension. 

Higher Education is more important than 
ever to ensure America’s economic prosperity, 
security, and health. Just as college has be-
come essential to both individuals and soci-
ety’s success, college tuition has risen dra-
matically, causing students to take on high 
loan debt, $17,000, on average; to work long 
hours that interfere with academic success 

sometimes; or to forgo college altogether. Yet, 
Congress has failed to pass the Higher Edu-
cation Act. 

Now, one party controls the White House, 
the Senate, and the House; the same party. 
Yet, they have failed to pass a Higher Edu-
cation Act. Where are the priorities? Congress 
seems to have no trouble passing tax cuts for 
the wealthy, but to provide opportunities for 
students to attend college does not seem to 
be a priority. 

Mr. Speaker, the failure of the House to 
pass a higher education reauthorization is em-
blematic of this ineffective Congress. In past 
years, the Higher Education Act was one of 
the easiest to pass, one of the most bipar-
tisan, a bill we could count on. 

And with this temporary extension, we have 
missed many opportunities today. We could 
have increased the Pell grant and provided it 
year-round. We could have significantly in-
creased aid to minority-serving institutions. We 
could have increased assistance to low-in-
come and first-generation college students. 
We could have increased loan forgiveness. 
We could have eliminated origination fees on 
student loans. We could have provided child 
care for parents who are attempting to go 
back to college. We could have changed the 
student aid formulas for working students. 

But, today, we pass a temporary extension. 
We have failed to do any of those things, and 
American college students and their parents 
are paying for Congress’ failure. 

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BOEHNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4525, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill, 
as amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON S. 1281, 
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND 
SPACE ADMINISTRATION AU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2005 
Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
conference report on the Senate bill (S. 
1281) to authorize appropriations for 
the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration for science, aero-
nautics, exploration, exploration capa-
bilities, and the Inspector General, and 
for other purposes, for fiscal years 2006, 
2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of 
December 16, 2005, at page H12015.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. BOEHLERT) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. GORDON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 

may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the conference report on S. 1281. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I urge support for this 

important conference report, the first 
NASA authorization in 5 years. We 
take up this conference report at a 
critical time for the Nation’s space pol-
icy as NASA is laying out the policies 
and seeking the funding to set its 
course for the next decade and a half. 

This bill will give the agency clear 
guidance while giving Congress impor-
tant new tools for oversight at this piv-
otal time. 
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Most important, I believe this bill in 
its very first section makes clear that 
NASA is to remain a multi-mission 
agency with robust programs in science 
and aeronautics, even as it moves 
ahead with the President’s vision for 
space exploration, and the bill also 
makes clear unequivocal endorsement 
of that vision. 

The bill also ensures that Congress 
will have the information it needs to 
guide and monitor NASA. It requires a 
multiyear plan for aeronautics and 
science so that all NASA programs 
have a clear and well-articulated path, 
and it requires plans for facilities and 
workforce so we can see what assets 
NASA will need to achieve its goals. 

The bill prevents any layoffs from oc-
curring before March 16, 2007. The bill 
requires updated information on the 
cost of the crew exploration vehicle be-
fore NASA awards a development con-
tract, and it requires that NASA pro-
vide a range of cost estimates for the 
CEV, along with the potential impact 
of each of those estimates on other pro-
grams. 

The bill applies a version of the 
Nunn-McCurdy rules to NASA. These 
rules will not only require NASA to no-
tify Congress early on of any signifi-
cant cost overruns but will require con-
gressional action if a program breaches 
a specific gap. This may turn out to be 
one of the most important provisions 
of the bill. 

The bill also gives NASA the author-
ity it has been seeking to offer larger 
prizes to encourage a broad range of 
private sector scientists and engineers 
to help NASA meet specific techno-
logical goals, and the bill establishes a 
new account structure that will make 
it easier for Congress to track NASA 
spending and to ensure that money is 
spent for the programs intended. 

Finally, the authorization levels in 
the bill make clear that NASA cannot 
possibly accomplish everything that is 
now on its plate with the funding it is 
currently projected to receive. I should 
add that, for me, the authorization lev-
els do not mean that NASA necessarily 
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should receive the authorized amount 
for fiscal 2007. The appropriated level 
needs to take account of tradeoffs and 
what is available to other agencies, 
particularly to other science programs, 
but the authorization levels do clearly 
mean that NASA will need to either 
get more money or to forego or delay 
activities. 

I need to say, right now, even though 
no one will want to hear it during this 
debate, that I do not think we should 
accelerate the crew exploration vehicle 
development unless key Federal 
science programs are adequately fund-
ed. Launching the CEV in 2014 rather 
than 2012 will not damage the country, 
but allowing the erosion of our sci-
entific enterprise will cause real and 
significant damage, but that is a battle 
for next year. 

Right now, we should all come to-
gether to endorse this conference re-
port, which will give NASA needed au-
thority and guidance and will give Con-
gress tools and a context for future de-
bates. 

This bill represents a true com-
promise. For example, I am not fond of 
several of the provisions relating to the 
international space station, but they 
were reasonable elements of a nego-
tiated package that represents the 
broad range of views of NASA in this 
Congress. We were able to pull together 
such a package because everyone was 
willing to be reasonable. That is a com-
modity, reasonableness, that often-
times is lacking in this body. 

I want to especially thank the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CALVERT) 
who sponsored this bill and who heads 
our Space Subcommittee, for his un-
likely combination of persistence and 
cooperation. I also want to thank the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. GOR-
DON) and the gentleman from Colorado 
(Mr. UDALL) who were true partners in 
their efforts, and I want to thank all 
the conferees in both bodies for their 
openness and hard work. It was not 
easy but here we are. 

This is a thoughtful, reasonable, bi-
partisan compromise, and I urge its 
adoption. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I have a variety of 
speakers here who would like to speak 
on this bill, and so I am going to be 
very brief. 

I first want to concur with Chairman 
BOEHLERT, who I think did a very good 
job in laying out the content of the bill 
and the spirit in which it was put to-
gether. I want to rise in strong support 
of the conference report for the NASA 
Authorization Act of 2005. This bill is a 
result of constructive bipartisan and 
bicameral negotiations regarding the 
future direction of NASA. The issues 
have been complex, but the conferees 
have approached them with an open 
mind and a willingness to compromise. 

I think it is important for the au-
thorizing committee with jurisdiction 

over NASA programs to provide appro-
priate oversight and guidance to the 
agency, and I think this bill does that. 

Of course, I am sure that each of us 
have additional provisions that we 
would have liked to have included as 
well as some that we would have pre-
ferred to drop, but nevertheless, I 
think this bill is a constructive com-
promise that will serve NASA and the 
Nation well. 

NASA is facing significant challenges 
in the years ahead, not the least of 
which is budgetary outlays for the 
agency’s programs. I think this bill is a 
constructive step to assist the agency 
in meeting those challenges, but suc-
cess is going to require Congress’s ac-
tive involvement in the months and 
the years ahead. 

Finally, before I close, I would like to 
express my thanks to my colleagues on 
the House side and, in particular Chair-
man BOEHLERT, Chairman CALVERT and 
Subcommittee Ranking Member UDALL 
for all the efforts they have made on 
behalf of this bill. I would also like to 
express my deep appreciation to our 
friends in the Senate for their bipar-
tisan and bicameral spirit of coopera-
tion they have brought to our negotia-
tions, and certainly without the good 
staff work on our Science Committee, 
we would not be here today. It has been 
a pleasure to work with them to craft 
this conference report. I would also 
like to say, again, thanks to the House 
and Senate staff, as well as to the 
NASA personnel for their assistance in 
bringing the conference to a successful 
conclusion. 

In closing, I believe this is a good 
conference report, and I urge my col-
leagues to support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CALVERT), the distinguished 
chairman of the Space Subcommittee, 
a person who has worked very hard on 
this bill to bring it all together. 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for the time. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man BOEHLERT for his leadership and 
guidance, for the great job in making 
sure that we are here today, and I cer-
tainly want to thank Ranking Member 
GORDON and Ranking Member UDALL 
for their leadership and support, also. I 
want to commend the Members of the 
Science Committee on both sides of the 
aisle for a job well done. I also want to 
thank the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
DELAY) for his guidance and assistance 
and all his staff working together dili-
gently for long hours to assure that 
this NASA authorization bill could be 
accomplished this year. This is the 
first time since the year 2000 that 
NASA has had an authorization bill 
and we have been able to complete it. 
This bill provides the agency with the 
rules and tools they will need to suc-
ceed. 

This is a crucial time for the agency 
as it is going through a major transi-

tion. Our bill represents the first time 
that the President’s Vision for Space 
Exploration has been fully endorsed by 
both Houses of Congress. When the 
President sends to Congress his budget 
for fiscal year 2007, today’s backing by 
the Congress can only help us to in-
crease the support for our Nation’s 
civil space program and for the Vision 
for Space Exploration. We also seek 
equivalent strategic plans for aero-
nautics and science parts of the budget. 

NASA represents only seven-tenths 
of 1 percent of the Federal budget and 
is an investment in our Nation’s fu-
ture. Even in this time of budget defi-
cits, the United States cannot abandon 
NASA’s research and technology and 
its exploration programs. It is not in 
the American spirit to shy away from 
this investment in our global leader-
ship. 

This bill also authorizes for the first 
time a competitive prize program at 
NASA based on the very successful X- 
Prize. This program will allow NASA 
to award prizes for those technologies 
that are useful for NASA’s mission. 
This prize program will encourage our 
best and brightest scientists, engineers 
and entrepreneurs to pursue tech-
nologies that NASA will need to pursue 
our Nation’s dreams of exploration. 

I am pleased that we are doing a 2- 
year bill through 2008, and we in the 
Science Committee look forward to 
providing oversight and authorization 
appropriate when needed. I want to 
urge my colleagues to vote yes on this 
truly bipartisan conference report. We 
owe it to the administration, to our na-
tional space enterprise and to the 
American people to pass this NASA au-
thorization bill this year. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
21⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from Col-
orado (Mr. UDALL), my partner and 
ranking member on the Space Sub-
committee. 

(Mr. UDALL of Colorado asked and 
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.) 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding 
me time. 

I, too, join my colleagues in acknowl-
edging the bipartisan nature of this 
very important conference report. I 
want to thank Chairman BOEHLERT and 
Chairman CALVERT on that side of that 
aisle for their leadership and for their 
good work and, as well, my ranking 
member on this side of the aisle, the 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. GOR-
DON). 

There are four key areas that I would 
just like to highlight in my remarks 
that are a part of this very important 
piece of legislation. 

Number one, we beef up the aero-
nautics effort of NASA, and we make 
sure that crucial research and develop-
ment work continue, and the effect it 
has on our domestic economy, which is 
very, very crucial. 

Second, the Hubble telescope, we will 
do all we can under this legislation to 
service the Hubble telescope, and it has 
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truly become the people’s telescope. It 
is known not only in the scientific 
community but to lay people on the 
street. It is a tremendous asset for us 
today, and it will be in the future. 

Third, the legislation includes a 
piece of legislation I authored 4 years 
ago that deals with remote sensing 
data. That is the data that we are gen-
erating from the fleet of satellites that 
look down on the earth, and this data 
can be of great use to our cities, our 
towns, our counties and the private 
sector. The bill puts in place a grant 
program as well as increased access to 
that data so that it can be used by the 
American public. 

Finally, there is a provision that fur-
ther strengthens the space grant pro-
gram that brings into the career paths 
of science and technology mathematics 
and engineering, those young people 
who will not only teach the students of 
the future but who will also come up 
with the great inventions and the new 
technologies and new understanding 
from our great efforts in space and in 
aeronautics. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this is an excellent 
bill. I want to commend it to our col-
leagues, and I rise in support of this 
important piece of legislation and 
would ask every Member to support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to express my 
support for this conference report. 

This report reflects the results of productive, 
bipartisan negotiations that began between 
House Republicans and Democrats and con-
tinued on with the Senate. 

This is a good conference report, and I 
would like to thank all the Conferees and their 
staff who worked on this report. In particular, 
I would like to thank our Conference Com-
mittee Chairwoman KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, 
Chairman BOEHLERT, Ranking Member GOR-
DON, and Subcommittee Chairman CALVERT. 

I have been pleased to see how this group 
has come together to put together an author-
ization bill that enables NASA to take positive 
steps in each of its mission directorates. I be-
lieve that it provides an essential balance be-
tween NASA’s core missions as well as a 
timely long-term policy direction for NASA as 
it embarks on the Moon/Mars initiative. 

One of the strengths of this bill is that it 
highlights NASA’s non-exploration related re-
search and ensures that innovative work con-
tinues to be done in the Science and Aero-
nautics programs. 

To ensure the continued health of each of 
NASA’s core missions, it sets up a budgetary 
structure that separates NASA’s human space 
flight and exploration accounts from its 
science, aeronautics, and education ac-
counts—in effect, it erects a flexible ‘‘firewall’’ 
between the accounts. 

Turning to some of the program-specific fea-
tures of the conference report, I am pleased 
that it encourages NASA to take up three 
groundbreaking initiatives in subsonic, super-
sonic and rotor craft R&D under its Aero-
nautics program. 

Progress in aeronautics is crucial to the 
health of the Nation’s air transportation indus-
try, which in turn is crucial both to the contin-
ued strength of our domestic economy and 
our international competitiveness. 

That R&D also benefits our quality of life 
and enhances our national security. We need 
to encourage it, and this bill does just that. 

In addition, while the new Exploration initia-
tive at NASA has gotten the most public atten-
tion recently, NASA’s science programs have 
continued to be some of NASA’s ‘‘crown jew-
els’’—generating discoveries that have been 
captivating the American public for decades. 

For example, images from Hubble have 
helped us better understand our universe, but 
they also allow amateur astronomers of all 
ages to study the wonders of space. 

In short, Hubble has truly become the peo-
ples’ telescope, and I am gratified that this bill 
calls for a mission to service Hubble to be 
scheduled and authorizes funding accordingly. 

This bill also seeks to make sure that the 
scientific research on the International Space 
Station achieves its full potential by ensuring 
that both exploration and non-exploration re-
lated research is performed. Microgravity and 
life science research can help us better under-
stand the affects of space on the human body, 
moving forward our efforts in human explo-
ration beyond low Earth orbit. 

It also has many applications here on Earth, 
and this bill ensures that the ISS will support 
diverse research goals by requiring that at 
least 15 percent of all research funds for the 
International Space Station are to be used for 
nonexploration related research such as 
ground-based, free-flyer, and ISS life and 
microgravity science research. 

I believe it is important that we continue to 
encourage commercial involvement in our 
space missions, including through research 
initiatives. There are several partnerships ex-
isting between the science community and in-
dustry that perform research on the Inter-
national Space Station. 

This bill speaks to the need to preserve fun-
damental, applied, and commercial life 
sciences and other micro gravity research that 
allows commercial participation in the research 
performed on Station. 

I would also like to highlight another title of 
this bill that will allow cities and municipalities 
better access to remote sensing data. Many 
cities in our country—including in my home 
state of Colorado—are faced with a real prob-
lem of excess growth and sprawl. 

We now have technology—using geospatial 
data from satellites—that can produce very ac-
curate maps that show information about 
vegetation, wildlife habitat, flood plains, trans-
portation corridors, soil types, and many other 
things. 

This bill includes provisions—based on leg-
islation I had authored several years ago—that 
would establish in NASA a program of grants 
for competitively awarded pilot projects. The 
purpose of the pilot projects would be to ex-
plore the integrated use of governmental and 
commercial remote sensing data and other 
geospatial information to address state, local, 
regional, and tribal agency planning and deci-
sion-making needs. 

State and local governments and commu-
nities can use geospatial information in a vari-
ety of applications—in such areas as urban 
land-use planning, coastal zone management 
and erosion control, transportation corridors, 
environmental planning, and agricultural and 
forest management. As I indicated, the provi-
sions in this conference report will allow cities 
and municipalities access to such data from 
many available commercial sources, as well 
as from governmental sources. 

Lastly, I would like to point out the NASA 
education programs authorized in this bill that 

engage young students in space and earth 
science and encourage them to pursue 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics (STEM) education and careers. It is no 
secret that the United States is falling behind 
in producing graduates in STEM disciplines. 
Through programs such as Space Grant, 
NASA is reaching out to students to provide a 
hands-on experience studying space-related 
fields. 

As a nation we must do more to ensure our 
students are getting the science education 
they need to compete globally, and I believe 
these NASA programs are taking steps in the 
right direction to do this. 

Mr. Speaker, there are many other provi-
sions I could highlight, but in closing, I simply 
would like to say that I strongly believe that 
this is a good conference report. It is the prod-
uct of open dialog and negotiations between 
Democrats and Republicans, House and Sen-
ate alike, and I am pleased that we were able 
to bring it to the floor today. 

I would again like to thank my colleagues on 
the Conference Committee for their hard work 
to make this report a reality. This is the right 
policy for NASA and I urge members to sup-
port its passage. 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. FEENEY), another very dis-
tinguished member of the committee. 

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
thank Chairman BOEHLERT and Chair-
man CALVERT and the respective rank-
ing and minority Members. 

We will recall in the aftermath of the 
Columbia accident, many of us on Cap-
itol Hill and the space community ob-
served the drift. America’s human 
space program seemed to be adrift in 
terms of our space flight initiative and 
vision. The President responded with 
his vision which has now become Amer-
ica’s vision. 

The conference bill and the report 
provides unambiguous and bipartisan 
endorsement of America’s Vision for 
Space Exploration. The direction of 
human space flight has now been set 
for future administrations and con-
gresses. I look forward to progressing 
on this ambitious journey of explo-
ration and science. 

As we do move forward, Mr. Speaker, 
I hope we take to heart the Columbia 
accident investigation board’s re-
minder and admonition that NASA ‘‘is 
an organization straining to do too 
much with too little.’’ As we work to 
provide NASA with a focused mission, 
including but not limited to human 
space flight, we need to avoid over-
loading and micromanaging this agen-
cy and its fine leader, Mr. Griffin. 

With that, I thank the chairman for 
the time. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON). 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of S. 1281, the NASA reauthoriza-
tion bill of 2005. This important legisla-
tion will authorize appropriations for 
NASA for the fiscal years 2006 to 2010. 
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It provides guidance for the agency 
and encourages research, exploration, 
and education. 

NASA is important to my State and 
to the Nation. It has been known for its 
leadership in space exploration, but I 
want to point out just a few of the nu-
merous other benefits NASA research 
has brought to us. 

Satellites allow instant access to in-
formation around the globe. Cell 
phones, cordless appliances, VELCRO, 
and Teflon all were developed through 
our space program. 

NASA research has been an integral 
part of our Nation’s military efforts as 
well. Satellite imagery and global posi-
tioning systems have been critical to 
helping our Armed Forces pinpoint the 
enemy in battle. Unmanned aerial ve-
hicles allow us to see our enemies with-
out putting our troops in harm’s way. 

Perhaps our greatest achievement 
has been in the field of medical science. 
In the late 1960s, the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory developed digital imaging 
processing to better view the Moon. 
Similar technology is now used by doc-
tors to view organs inside the body. 
CAT scans and MRIs are revolution-
izing our ability to detect tumors early 
and save lives. 

None of these technologies would be 
possible without NASA research. The 
NASA authorization bill is overdue, 
and I urge my colleagues to support it. 
I want to thank the leadership both in 
the House and the Senate for bringing 
us to this point. 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
3 minutes to the very distinguished 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY), a 
long-time champion of NASA. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank Chairman BOEHLERT, Sub-
committee Chairman CALVERT, Mr. 
UDALL, and Mr. GORDON. I just want to 
thank everyone in both Houses who 
worked on this conference report, espe-
cially the staff who has done such a 
fabulous job. And it is good that this is 
a strong bipartisan effort. Space is not 
Republican or Democrat, and I am very 
proud of the work that you did. 

This conference report meets NASA’s 
immediate and long-term needs and 
puts into place the policies needed for 
NASA to take its next giant step for 
mankind over the next 3 years, and 
that of course will not only make good 
on President Bush’s Vision for Space 
Exploration; it will make good on the 
brave and brilliant capabilities of the 
men and women of our space program. 

Specifically, the conference has wise-
ly chosen to fully fund the space shut-
tle program and its 19 remaining mis-
sions; to fully fund the buildout and as-
sembly of the international space sta-
tion; and to fully fund the crew explo-
ration vehicle. 

To meet those vision-related chal-
lenges, the conference has also com-
bined the space shuttle and its explo-
ration activities accounts to provide 
NASA greater flexibility in deploying 
those resources; it calls for the elimi-

nation in any gap between the retire-
ment of the shuttle and the deploy-
ment of the CEV, so that America is 
never voluntarily shut out of space. 

It encourages NASA to tap the valu-
able knowledge of its highly experi-
enced shuttle workforce in the develop-
ment of the CEV, and it includes new 
authority for NASA to increase its vis-
ibility with a national public aware-
ness campaign to articulate its excit-
ing missions and publicize its tremen-
dous accomplishments. 

Mr. Speaker, in this conference re-
port, the first reauthorization in 5 
years and the first since the President 
announced his vision, we have set 
NASA’s course, relying on the courage 
and ingenuity of the NASA family to 
accomplish their mission by returning 
mankind to the Moon and sending us 
on to Mars. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the distinguished gen-
tleman from Tennessee for yielding me 
this time, and I want to applaud the 
chairman of the full committee and the 
ranking member for their leadership 
and the work that they have done in 
working with all the Members for what 
I think will be a very large scientific 
statement for America. 

I want to also thank the sub-
committee ranking member and the 
subcommittee chair, as well, for their 
collegiality and their interest in mov-
ing NASA forward and the members 
who work on the committee and the 
subcommittee. 

I am very pleased to congratulate all 
who have had a part, also the staff, in 
this great coming together of not only 
reinforcing our commitment to space 
exploration but a recognition of the 
need for balance in the Nation’s budg-
et. 

I am very pleased to note the $10 bil-
lion for exploration systems and space 
operations and the continuing support 
of the international space station. And 
might I also thank my colleagues for 
being very sympathetic to the lan-
guage that we included that deals spe-
cifically with the question of safety 
and the language that was added that 
provides for a review of NASA’s safety 
management as well as a report on the 
use and dissemination of best prac-
tices, and expanded whistle-blower pro-
tection that allows those employees of 
NASA to be able to report without con-
cern of recrimination on the issue of 
safety and the issue of health. 

Let me also thank my colleagues for 
accepting my language on creating the 
framework for a commission to inves-
tigate future U.S. space vehicle acci-
dents as well as a task force to evalu-
ate and report on international space 
safety. 

Again, I am very pleased that the 
international space station has been 
declared a national laboratory, because 
it was this kind of research that found 
us new advances in HIV/AIDS, stroke, 
and other diseases. 

And I guess my greatest appreciation 
is for the announcement of the Dr. Mae 
C. Jemison Grant Program to work 
with minority-serving institutions to 
bring more women of color into the 
field of space and aeronautics. Might I 
share with you that in a 2001 graph we 
saw that of the science and engineering 
doctorate holders 2.8 percent were 
black and 2.7 percent were Hispanic. 
And in engineering it was 1.8 percent 
black and 2.0 percent Hispanic. We 
want America’s youth to find their way 
to engineering and the sciences. This 
program in the NASA organization will 
be a great step towards that. 

Many of us remember Dr. Mae 
Jemison. She blasted into orbit aboard 
the space shuttle Endeavour on Sep-
tember 12, 1992, making her the world’s 
first woman of color to go into space 
and the city of Chicago’s first astro-
naut in U.S. history. As a young girl 
and teenager, she was always inter-
ested in science, especially astronomy, 
and was encouraged by her parents and 
teachers to pursue not only her science 
studies but also dance and art. 

She went on to receive her bachelor 
of science in chemical engineering and 
a B.A. in Afro-American Studies from 
Stanford and her medical doctorate 
from Cornell University. She joined 
NASA in 1987. 

Dr. Jemison was quoted in Newsweek 
as saying, ‘‘One of the things that I’m 
very concerned about is that as African 
Americans, as women, many times we 
do not feel we have the power to 
change the world and society as a 
whole.’’ She certainly changed the 
world and society as a whole, along 
with Eileen Collins, who was one of the 
outstanding commanders that we had 
in the recent space flight. 

I believe this legislation will move us 
forward; and I would like to thank 
James Williams, my staff, and all the 
staff for the great work they have 
done. I ask my colleagues to enthu-
siastically support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in complete support of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration Authorization Act of 2005 which author-
izes funding for NASA for fiscal years 2008 
and 2009, and among other things gives Con-
gressional endorsement to the Vision for 
Space Exploration and authorizes. Before con-
tinuing I would like to first thank Members on 
both sides of the aisle and their staffs for all 
the hard work that went into making this bill a 
success. I am also pleased to see that in light 
of the limited time we have remaining in the 
year; we were able to move quickly on this 
bill. 

Let me take a moment to state that NASA 
is at a very pivotal moment in its history and 
therefore it is the responsibility of this Con-
gress to ensure that the future of NASA is one 
of continued progress. After the tragic Colum-
bia Space Shuttle accident the Science Com-
mittee and this Congress were forced to re-
evaluate NASA’s purpose. I have stated that 
safety must be the number one priority of 
NASA; however this should not deter NASA 
from pushing the boundaries of technology 
and discovery. I feel confident that this Reau-
thorization bill addresses both safety and dis-
covery in a comprehensive manner. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:19 Dec 18, 2005 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00080 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K17DE7.064 H17DEPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H12133 December 17, 2005 
I am also pleased to see that we were able 

to address a few issues of importance to me. 
Two of which are Whistleblower Protection for 
NASA employees and the creation of the Dr. 
Mae C. Jemison Grant Program to work with 
Minority Serving Institutions to bring more 
women of color into the field of space and aer-
onautics. In terms of Whistleblower Protec-
tions for NASA employees, it is important that 
we move forward in providing protection to 
NASA employees who present concerns about 
health and safety. During a hearing held in the 
Science Committee, Admiral Gehman and the 
Columbia Accident Investigation Board ex-
plained how fear of retaliation by manage-
ment, had lead some engineers to stifle their 
concerns about the safety and well-being of 
NASA missions and crew. My Whistleblower 
language creates needed protections for 
NASA workers and sets forth certain specific 
reporting requirements for NASA. These two 
combined will help to bring about a safer and 
more productive NASA. 

In terms of Dr. Mae C. Jemison, the lan-
guage in this bill would create a grant program 
named in honor of Dr. Mae Jemison blasted 
into orbit aboard the space shuttle Endeavour 
on September 12, 1992 making her the 
world’s first woman of color to go into space, 
and the city of Chicago’s first astronaut in U.S. 
history. As a young girl and teenager she was 
always interested in science, especially as-
tronomy, and was encouraged by her parents 
and teachers to pursue not only her science 
studies, but also dance and art. She went on 
to receive her Bachelor of Science in Chem-
ical Engineering and a BA in Afro-American 
Studies from Stanford and her medical doc-
torate from Cornell University she joined 
NASA in 1987. Jemison continues to serve as 
a role model to women and African Ameri-
cans. She told Newsweek, ‘‘One of the things 
that I’m very concerned about is that as Afri-
can-Americans, as women, many times we do 
not feel that we have the power to change the 
world and society as a whole.’’ With her life 
and accomplishments she has proven that 
idea truly wrong. While the bill only estab-
lishes the program, I look forward to working 
with appropriators when we return next year to 
fully fund this program. 

Before closing, I am also pleased to see 
that the bill requires NASA’s Administrator to 
establish an independent task force to review 
the International Space Station program with 
the objective of discovering and assessing any 
vulnerabilities of the International Space Sta-
tion that could lead to its destruction, com-
promise the health of its crew, or necessitate 
its premature abandonment. The independent 
task force shall, to the extent possible, under-
take the following tasks: 

Catalogue threats to and vulnerabilities of 
the ISS, including design flaws, natural phe-
nomena, computer software or hardware 
flaws, sabotage or terrorist attack, number of 
crewmembers, inability to adequately deliver 
replacement parts and supplies, and manage-
ment or procedural deficiencies. 

Make recommendations for corrective ac-
tions. 

Provide any additional findings or rec-
ommendations related to ISS safety. 

Prepare a report to the Administrator, Con-
gress, and the public. 

As I close and as a Member of the House 
Science Committee, I am honored to have 
been a part of this process and the successes 
achieved here today. 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
2 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON). 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank Chairman BOEHLERT for 
yielding me this time, and I commend 
him and Ranking Member GORDON for 
the hard work they did. It was a long 
process moving this piece of legislation 
through. I also want to commend Sub-
committee Chairman CALVERT. I know 
he worked very hard on this. 

It is now almost 2 years since Presi-
dent Bush first enunciated a vision to 
go back to the Moon and on to Mars; to 
develop a new space vehicle to replace 
the space shuttle. We in the House 
quickly recognized when the President 
put forward this ambitious plan, and it 
was a wonderful thing the President 
did in doing this, because many people 
felt it was the first time since Jack 
Kennedy’s original call to go to the 
Moon by the end of the decade of the 
1960s, that it was the first time since 
then that a President had boldly stood 
up and proclaimed a vision for NASA. 

We knew then, Members of the 
House, that we would need new author-
izing legislation, particularly for the 
process of retiring the space shuttle 
and bringing a new man-rated launch 
vehicle on line that would have the ca-
pability of carrying men and women 
into space. 

This legislation is very important. It 
is very needed. Though I tend to focus 
mainly on the issues that pertain to 
the manned space flight program, as 
the representative of the area that in-
cludes Cape Canaveral and Kennedy 
Space Center, this legislation has im-
portant sections that deal with our Na-
tion’s critical investment in aero-
nautics research and science; and, 
therefore, it is critically important 
that we pass this legislation as we 
move forward next year. 

The bill calls for additional funding 
for NASA in the 2006 appropriation, as 
well as 2007 and 2008, that will meet the 
critical needs for our Nation’s aero-
space industries and our manned space 
flight program in the years ahead. I 
commend the work of all those in-
volved. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. KUCINICH). 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the NASA reauthor-
ization act. I would like to begin by 
thanking those colleagues who worked 
so hard to create a bill that is bene-
ficial to the Nation. Chairman CAL-
VERT and Ranking Member UDALL de-
serve thanks for their leadership in en-
suring NASA remains well balanced 
and healthy. I want to thank Chairman 
FRANK WOLF for his support in this en-
deavor, and also Congresswoman 
DAVIS. 

I also want to thank Mr. DELAY for 
his support in our efforts to maintain 
NASA in Cleveland. I would like to 
thank members of the Ohio delegation 
who worked with me to ensure the 
bill’s success. 

I want to stress that there is a lot 
that happens here where we have par-
tisan conflict, but on this bill we had 
tremendous bipartisan support in the 
Ohio delegation, which included STEVE 
LATOURETTE, SHERROD BROWN, STEPH-
ANIE TUBBS-JONES, MICHAEL TURNER, 
JEAN SCHMIDT, PAUL GILLMOR, TED 
STRICKLAND, DAVID HOBSON, MICHAEL 
OXLEY, STEVE CHABOT, MARCY KAPTUR, 
JOHN BOEHNER, PAT TIBERI, BOB NEY, 
TIM RYAN, DEBORAH PRYCE, RALPH 
REGULA, Senator DEWINE and Senator 
VOINOVICH, and in addition, ROB 
PORTMAN. We all worked together on 
this. Every one of us made an effort. 

This is a landmark bill because it af-
firms that so much depends on a 
healthy NASA. A healthy NASA, in 
turn, depends on an emphasis in aero-
nautics in addition to an emphasis on 
space. This is critical to the economy. 

Aeronautics contributes more to the 
U.S. balance of trade than any other 
U.S. manufacturing industry. NASA’s 
aeronautics research is also critical to 
national security. It has spawned tech-
nologies from surveillance systems 
that monitor aircraft flight paths, to 
the development of secure communica-
tions systems. NASA’s aeronautics re-
search has contributed to aircraft safe-
ty, reducing wind sheer and icing as 
major risks in airline travel. 

In order to maintain their unparal-
leled track record, NASA first needs a 
road map for aeronautics, just as it had 
one for the Vision for Space Explo-
ration. This bill provides that road 
map. 

While the map is being drawn, 
NASA’s aeronautics infrastructure 
must be preserved, starting with the 
world-class, award-winning workforce 
at NASA’s field centers like NASA 
Glenn in Cleveland. This bill prevents 
involuntary reductions in force until at 
least March of 2007 and calls for a 
workforce shaping plan. It also pro-
vides necessary funding. 

This bill further prevents reckless 
and semipermanent elimination of 
testing facilities, like wind tunnels and 
propulsion testing facilities, and en-
courages long-term basic research in 
areas like low-emissions and zero-emis-
sions aircraft, microgravity, engine ef-
ficiency, and noise reduction. These are 
all tremendously beneficial to Ohio and 
the Nation. 

This bill makes NASA more sustain-
able. It strikes a balance between space 
and aeronautics and ensures that 
NASA will continue to contribute to 
our economy, national security, airline 
safety, and the environment. It is a sig-
nificant step forward for Ohio, and I 
urge my colleagues to support it. 

I want to thank the chairman and 
the ranking member for their support 
and their leadership on this matter. 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, for the 
reasons just cited by my distinguished 
colleague from Ohio, I remain an en-
thusiastic supporter of a robust aero-
nautics program at NASA. It provides 
so much benefit to the U.S. economy. 
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Mr. Speaker, I am proud to yield 1 

minute to the distinguished gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. HALL). 

(Mr. HALL asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I join in 
lauding the leaders, the chairman, the 
minority leaders, the subcommittee 
chairman, and everyone who has 
worked on this to hammer out this bill. 

Investing in NASA not only keeps 
this country at the forefront of explo-
ration and innovation but it is also 
vital to our economy and our national 
security. By investing less than 1 per-
cent of the budget, we get exponential 
growth in scientific and technological 
spinoffs. From the development of MRI 
technology to microchips, the sci-
entific partnerships between NASA and 
American universities and companies 
ensure our Nation’s viability. 

We need to keep America at the fore-
front of innovations and discovery for 
generations to come. 

When President Bush announced the new 
Vision for Space Exploration in January 2004, 
I was excited to see that NASA had a new di-
rection and focus for the future. Our ventures 
into space not only keep America at the fore-
front of exploration and innovation, but they 
also are vital to our economy and our national 
security. This new Vision sets America on a 
course toward the Moon and Mars, and we 
should embrace this dream and work to make 
it a reality. 

Today’s authorization act for NASA outlines 
the broad goals of this Vision. While it em-
braces the exploration agenda of the space 
agency, it also bolsters other vital NASA pro-
grams in science and aeronautics that keep 
America competitive globally. 

This is a well-balanced bill, and I commend 
my colleagues and their staff for crafting such 
a fine piece of legislation. I am particularly 
pleased that the bill includes my provision that 
directs Administrator Griffin to develop a Crew 
Exploration Vehicle with a robust crew escape 
system. As we implement the new space vi-
sion, I will work to ensure that NASA fulfills 
this priority and minimizes the risks for our 
brave men and women who fly our space mis-
sions. Our hopes and dreams ride with them, 
and we must do all we can, at whatever cost 
is necessary, to ensure their safety. 

I urge Members to pass this bill. With the 
Space Shuttle and International Space Station, 
America has proven its preeminence in Space. 
We need to keep America at the forefront of 
innovation and discovery for generations to 
come. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. FRANK), the House’s poet 
laureate. 

b 1815 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, if someone had said some of 
the most fiscally, self-proclaimed, con-
servative members of the House were 
going to come to the floor and ask us 
to spend $100 billion or $200 billion on a 
nonessential project, people would 
have said, when pigs fly. Well, that is 
this bill. Did you see who got up to 
speak? Everybody who has got a NASA 

facility. The pork is very much in this 
bill, but it is flying pork. So this is lit-
erally the occasion when pigs fly, at 
least in the nature of pork, when all of 
the representatives of the NASA places 
come up here. 

Now, I agree with the gentleman 
from New York and my friend from 
Cleveland. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I yield 
briefly to my friend from Ohio. 

Mr. KUCINICH. I just want to, for the 
record, state that I am a vegan. I do 
not consume pork. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. The 
gentleman may not consume pork, but 
he sure produces it. 

The fact is that we are about to take 
up a continuing resolution that will 
make severe cuts in many, many im-
portant programs here on earth, and we 
will be told that the problem is the fis-
cal constraints. Members will lament 
the fact that we cannot adequately 
fund health care and environment and 
transportation and other things, and 
then we vote for a bill that says, as a 
binding policy, we are going to send a 
man to Mars. My friend from Missouri 
asks me, well, what happens when he 
gets there? Well, he comes back. That 
is why it is so expensive. 

I agree about what was said about 
aeronautics; it is so important. I agree 
with space experimentation, primarily 
unmanned. But sending human beings 
to Mars, which this bill unfortunately 
endorses, is an extravagance; it is a 
psychological stunt. The amount of sci-
entific gain you get comes from the 
aeronautics, from the unmanned space, 
even from some of the manned space in 
a more limited way. But when I first 
got here, we were told we had to do the 
space shuttle because we had to com-
pete with the Soviet Union, and I did 
not think it was a good idea, the space 
station, not the space shuttle. Then 
the Cold War ended, and now we are 
told we have to keep doing the space 
station to cooperate with the Soviet 
Union. If we go a few more years, we 
will have to do it in memory of the So-
viet Union. 

There is a determination to spend far 
beyond any rational principle. I agree 
with much of what is here, but going to 
Mars? A country that faces the fiscal 
problems we face? We are quibbling, we 
are arguing over how well to protect 
New Orleans: Do we go to category 3 or 
category 4? But then in this parallel 
universe, we are going to spend $200 bil-
lion to send men to Mars. Of course, 
you can tell it is a parallel universe; it 
is the one no one lives in; it is the one 
where they are willing to spend money. 

So as you are told to accept the 
tough cuts that the gentleman from 
Wisconsin is going to outline when you 
vote for that CR and when you try to 
tell people back home, ‘‘I am sorry, I 
could not give you money for health 
care and for education and for the envi-
ronment and for transportation,’’ re-
member that you are mortgaging that 

with this useless piece of flying pork of 
sending men to Mars. 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank my distinguished colleague 
from Massachusetts for his observa-
tions, and I wish to add to his comfort 
level. Because on page 5 of our report, 
it points out in section D: Enabling hu-
mans to land on and return from Mars 
and other destinations on a timetable 
that is technically feasible and fiscally 
possible. 

As the gentleman well knows, my in-
terest is in advancing the science agen-
da for the Nation. The good science 
that is part of the space vision does not 
guarantee a vehicle to go to Mars, it 
guarantees that good science goes for-
ward. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. BOEHLERT. I yield to my col-
league from Massachusetts. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I 
thank the gentleman. And I have never 
been happier that it is the Hall of 
Fame and not NASA that is in Coopers-
town. 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me first inform my 
friend from Massachusetts that I have 
no NASA facility in or near my dis-
trict, so I try to be an honest broker in 
this authorization. I will also point 
out, in this 2-year authorization, more 
than 99 plus percent of the authoriza-
tion goes to non-Mars related issues. 
So I think we have tried to put a bal-
ance in here. As the chairman has 
pointed out and I have pointed out, we 
very much think that NASA needs to 
be a multi-mission agency with avia-
tion, education and so many other 
things that are so important to this 
agency. For that reason, we put fire-
walls into this bill so that they cannot 
be poached for things that we think 
might be a lesser priority. So, hope-
fully, we will be able to reach that bal-
ance. 

Let me also just finally say that I am 
sure that Spain had a very tough budg-
et when Isabella decided that it was 
worthwhile to make an investment in 
Columbus. I think that when we look 
at these issues, certainly education, 
nutrition programs, all these things 
are important, and one can say even 
more important. But there needs to be 
a balance. We have tried to reach a bal-
ance that we think has been a respon-
sible balance, and that is why it has 
been a bipartisan, bicameral approach. 

I yield to the gentlewoman from 
Texas. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank 
the distinguished gentleman from Ten-
nessee for yielding. 

This is a bill that also focuses on 
science, and science has, over the 
years, been the economic engine of our 
Nation. The more we are at the cutting 
edge of science and the inventions that 
provide new opportunities for work, 
new opportunities for industry, we are 
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advancing the economic opportunities 
of Americans. That is what is within 
this bill in many, many instances, be-
yond where the NASA centers are lo-
cated. 

I want to thank, again, the chairman 
and the ranking member for working 
together and having the focus of this 
bill really be on science and all that we 
can produce through scientific re-
search. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I will 
just close by saying that a purpose for 
having an authorization is a portion of 
oversight. And I think Mr. FRANK real-
ly has been beneficial for us in making 
us justify ourselves, making us have 
part of this oversight. It is a better 
bill, a healthier bill for that. I think it 
can live up to the scrutiny. 

With that, I would like to yield to 
my friend from Missouri for some re-
marks. 

Mr. SKELTON. I thank my friend for 
yielding. 

Mark Twain once said: The more you 
explain it to me, the more I don’t un-
derstand it. 

I want to know where the Defense 
bill is; 3 o’clock yesterday afternoon, 
we ended our conference. By 5 o’clock, 
we filed the necessary signatures, both 
the Senate and the House, and yet the 
Defense bill is not even on any cal-
endar whatsoever. This is outrageous. 

I understand the Republican leader-
ship wishes to put some extraneous 
matter onto the bill. But the proper 
procedure was followed. It was a tor-
turous, difficult, but a fair ending, and 
we signed the report. Yet, the Defense 
bill is not there, being held up for some 
extraneous misunderstanding, reason. I 
just don’t understand it. 

I want that Defense bill on the floor. 
The United States of America wants it 
on the floor. We have young men and 
young women in uniform all over this 
world, Afghanistan, Iraq, and yet we 
can’t get the bill here that authorizes a 
pay raise, TRICARE for reservists, all 
the ammunition that they need, the 
medical care that we need, the policies 
set forth in the detainee language, all 
of this that has been worked out. Yet 
we don’t have the bill. I don’t under-
stand it. 

Please explain it to us and to the 
American people: Where in the world is 
the Defense bill, the authorization bill? 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
1 minute to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. CULBERSON). 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, as a 
House Republican who, I believe my 
fiscal conservative ratings are typi-
cally among the top ten most conserv-
ative in the House; I have no NASA fa-
cilities in my district; and I am a pas-
sionate advocate for NASA, a strong 
supporter of this legislation, because I 
recognize the importance of investing 
in our Nation’s future through invest-
ments and the scientific and techno-
logical innovations that only NASA 
and the space program have been able 
to produce for us. From the Blackberry 
on our belts, the microcomputers, the 

computer chips on our office desks, to 
satellite technology and cell phone 
technology to medical technology, 
NASA has touched every one of our 
lives. I applaud the chairman and the 
leadership for bringing this bill to the 
floor, and it is very important that we 
get behind President Bush’s vision, be-
cause only by investing in NASA and 
strengthening our investment in sci-
entific and medical research will we 
maintain America’s leadership role in 
the world. 

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I again 
urge passage of this bill and yield the 
remainder of my time to my friend 
from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN). 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, just quick-
ly, to follow up what Mr. SKELTON has 
talked about, the Defense authoriza-
tion bill was signed, and here is what I 
read in CQ: ‘‘House Armed Services 
Chairman Duncan Hunter confirmed 
through a spokesman that he inserted 
the provision,’’ this is totally extra-
neous, apparently, if that happened 
after the signatures, ‘‘at the behest of 
House leadership.’’ 

And this is a quote: ‘‘ ‘Hunter re-
serves the right to support the leader-
ship team,’ said Harald Stavenas, his 
spokesman.’’ 

Get the authorization bill on the 
floor. 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the staff who have worked so 
diligently on this bill all year and who 
have been really on constant alert 
since the loss of the space shuttle Co-
lumbia. That staff includes David 
Goldston, John Mimikakis, Bill 
Adkins, Roselee Roberts, Tom Ham-
mond, Ken Monroe, Johannes 
Loschnigg, Shep Bryan, Ed Feddeman, 
Christy Carles, as well as the minority 
staff, Chuck Atkins and Dick 
Obermann. They have been a team 
working together in common cause. 

I would also be remiss if I did not 
thank Administrator Griffin and his 
staff, particularly Brian Chase, who are 
always available and who were willing 
to work to reach a compromise. And 
might I say how refreshing it has been 
to be so candid as Administrator Grif-
fin has been. Administrator Griffin 
continues to do a superb job, and we 
hope this bill will help him do that job, 
even though, like all of us, he would 
not have written each provision the 
way we did. But in the final analysis, 
we have got a good bill that is worthy 
of the support of this House. We have 
got a good bill that is good for America 
because of the vitality it brings to the 
economy, and we have got a good bill 
because Democrats and Republicans 
worked it out together. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. BOEHLERT) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the conference report on the Senate 
bill, S. 1281. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 

the rules were suspended and the con-
ference report was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed 
bills of the following titles in which 
the concurrence of the House is re-
quested: 

S. 863. An act to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the centenary of the bestowal of the 
Nobel Peace Prize on President Theodore 
Roosevelt, and for other purposes. 

S. 959. An act to establish the Star-Span-
gled Banner and War of 1812 Bicentennial 
Commission, and for other purposes. 

S. 1310. An act to authorize the Secretary 
of the Interior to allow the Columbia Gas 
Transmission Corporation to increase the di-
ameter of a natural gas pipeline located in 
the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation 
Area, to allow certain commercial vehicles 
to continue to use Route 209 within Delaware 
Water Gap National Recreation Area, and to 
extend the termination date of the National 
Park System Advisory Board to January 1, 
2007. 

S. 1312. An act to amend a provision relat-
ing to employees of the United States as-
signed to, or employed by, an Indian tribe, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1892. An act to amend Public Law 107–153 
to modify a certain date. 

f 

CORRECTING ENROLLMENT OF S. 
1281, NATIONAL AERONAUTICS 
AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2005 
Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I offer 

a concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
324) directing the Secretary of the Sen-
ate to make a technical correction in 
the enrollment of S. 1281, and ask 
unanimous consent for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 324 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That in the enrollment of 
the bill (S. 1281) to authorize appropriations 
for the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration for science, aeronautics, explo-
ration, exploration capabilities, and the In-
spector General, and for other purposes, for 
fiscal years 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010, the 
Secretary of the Senate shall correct the 
title so as to read: ‘‘An Act to authorize the 
programs of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration.’’. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

TERRORISM RISK INSURANCE 
REVISION ACT OF 2005 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and concur in the 
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